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Make me a channel of your peace
An Initiative of the World Council of Churches

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace.
Where there is hatred, let me sow love;
where there is injury, pardon;

where there is doubt, faith;

where there is despair, hope;

where there is darkness, light;

and where there is sadness, joy.

O Divine Master, grant that | may not so much seek
to be consoled as to console;

to be understood as to understand,;

to be loved as to love.

For it is in giving that we receive;

it is in pardoning that we are pardoned;

and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.
Amen

St. Francis of Assisi
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In 2007, the World Council of Churches joins
the UN International Day of Peace by inviting
congregations worldwide to pray for peace

in all participating churches on 21 Septem-
ber, the preceding Sunday, or the following
Sunday.

Saint Francis of Assisi, has given us an
example of peace making and peaceful living.
The Prayer of a Peace Maker, attributed to
Saint Francis of Assisi, is known very widely
and we all can join in the supplication with
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our heart and mind: Make me an Instrument
of Your Peace.

This prayer was chosen as the theme
for the Focus on Europe 2007 of the Decade
to Overcome Violence (DOV) by the Steering
Group, composed of young adults from all
over Europe. The theme invites us to accept
the challenge of overcoming violence all
around us world while relying on God s pro-
mise and power, not ours.

An Invitation from the World Council of Churches

When the world is at war in so many places
and the forces of violence, war and oppres-
sion seem to be increasing, praying for peace
me seem to be a futile exercise. But we
Christians believe both in the power and in
the promise of peace, and we also believe in
the power of prayer.

Prayer is part of Christian spirituality, a
spirituality which is not a call to turn inward,
to retreat from social action and public life
but, on the contrary, a call to awaken and to
pursue the continuity of things of the spirit
with action for justice and peace.

The UN International
Day of Peace

In 2001, the United Nations General Assembly
adopted a resolution (55/282) designating

21 September of each year as a day for the
entire world to observe a day of peace and
nonviolence. In 2004, UN secretary general
Ko Annan supported the proposal of the
WCC to establish an international day of
prayer for peace.
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That is why, in the framework of the
Decade to Overcome Violence, the World
Council of Churches has called on its member
churches to observe an International Day of
Prayer for Peace on 21 September.

On that day, we want to lift up people
in all nations who are working together for a
peaceful world. Let us encourage them and
walk in solidarity with them. Let us intercede
for them and give thanks to God for them.

Samuel Kobia, General Secretary

God of compassion and mercy,

We bring to you our divided society and our broken world,
Seeking your healing and transforming grace;

It is easy for us to point the nger at others,

Yet we know that we all need your forgiveness;

So we lift into your presence today,

not only the victims of your con icts,

But also those we have called enemies.

Break down the walls of hatred, distrust and bitterness
And open a way for us to reach one another

in truth and love.

Enable us to build a society where all can belong;

To share our gifts in mutual respect

And to seek for the new future which you offer us.
Through Jesus Christ.

Travelling the Road of Faith:
Worship resources from

the Corrymeela Community,
Belfast, Northern Ireland.
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